Mumbai Region Finals of the 13th All India DHL-IASAP SAPC held on 3rd Sept. 2011
Withstanding the torrential rains, it was certain that nothing could dampen the spirits of the packed-to-capacity audience comprising of Working Secretaries and distinguished guests from various Business firms that gathered at The Rooftop, Trident, Nariman Point, on 3rd Sept 2011 at 7 p.m. to witness the Mumbai Region Finals of the 13th DHL-IASAP SAPC.  On arrival, each of the guests was presented with a box of select Macarons by Debailleul Store in coordination with Writer Corporation. 
Earlier that evening, the 12 Contestants had gone through the Group Discussion Round as well as the Personal Interviews by a Panel of eminent Judges consisting of Ms. Manjeet Kriplani - Executive Director, Gateway House-Indian Council on Global Relations (M&M Group), Mr. Thilo Bishoff - V.P. Business and Market, South Asia, BASF Ltd. and Ms. Zelma Lazarus (CEO Impact India Foundation), and was the First President of the IASAP.
As the audience took their seats, Bloomberg-UTV which was covering the event for their programme “The Final Word” telecast on 7th September briefly interviewed the 12 Contestants, the judges as well as some of the distinguished guests present. 

Ms Zarine Commissariat, our ever-bubbly and competent compere, started off the evening with a brief introduction of the 12 Contestants to the audience.  As each of the Contestants came up on stage, they were presented with a gift courtesy Forbes Company Limited and Central Bank of India. 

This was followed by a warm Welcome Speech by Ms Jeroo Irani the All India President welcoming one and all to the Event.

Thereafter, Mrs Homai Mehta, President Emeritus spoke briefly about IASAP and the various rounds of the Contest itself.  She rightly said that irrespective of the results, each of the Contestants were winners for taking part in the Contest.  
The three judges were introduced to the audience and presented with a small gift.  Then, came the moment of trepidation for the 12 Contestants, as the names of the six Finalists were announced for the Extempore Speech Round.

Each of the six Finalists gave very apt responses to the Extempore Topic “My Most Stressful Day at Work and How did I overcome it.”    

As the judges deliberated over the scores for the Contestants, Ms. Gracy Lee, Hon. Secretary, IASAP gave a brief talk about the Debailleul Store.  There was a Lucky Dip Prize by Debailleul which was won by Hazel Pereira, IDFC Ltd.  

It was wonderful to see the Past Presidents of the IASAP as they were invited up on stage for a photo-op.  Next, it was the turn of the present Governing Council Members who were impeccably dressed in their beautiful blue saris.  There were also acknowledgements made along with a token gift to the people who had contributed to making this evening a success.  
Excitement was rife and expectations filled the air once again as Mr Bishoff shared his experience as a judge for this Contest and how he, along with the other judges, was truly impressed with all the Contestants.  It was then time to announce the winners of SAPC Mumbai Region 2011 in reverse order.  Amidst a lot of fanfare, Ms. Donna Pinto (Bay Capital Investment Managers Pvt. Ltd.) was declared as the 2nd Runner-up, Ms. Sunita James, Nycomed Pharma Pvt. Ltd. as the 1st Runner-up was and finally, Ms. Mehernaz Mistry, BNP Paribas Securities India Pvt. Ltd. as the WINNER.  The three winners won prizes galore in cash and kind and the Winner won a Return Air-ticket to Delhi courtesy, International Travel House.  This year, in true pageant style, the three winners were presented their sashes by Last Year’s respective winners of the SAPC Mumbai Region round viz. Ms Hira Mehta (ICICI Bank Ltd.) – Mumbai Winner 2010, Ms Firoza Driver (Vodafone Ltd.) - Mumbai First Runner-up 2010 and Ms Hazel Pereira (IDFC Ltd.) - Mumbai 2nd Runner-up 2010.          

Wilma D’Costa, Vice President gave the Vote of Thanks and gave a special thanks to all the sponsors as well as all the distinguished guests who had made time to attend this event.  
In her Acceptance Speech, Ms. Mehernaz Mistry commended IASAP for providing Secretaries and Administrative Professionals with a platform to showcase the field and areas of expertise.

This splendid & action-packed evening came to an end with Cocktails courtesy Smirnoff and a sumptuous spread of dinner s courtesy the Trident Nariman Point which along with its ambience & hospitality was truly par excellence.

Ms Mehernaz Mistry - Winner and Ms Sunita James - 1st Runner-up now go on to participate in the All India Finals which will be held during the National Convention at Delhi from 14h to 18th September, 2011.  We wish them success and are confident that they will win laurels & accolades galore both at the National as well as International level. 

Hazel Pereira
IDFC Ltd.

