On 23rd July 2010, Mr. Yazdi Tantra, Director Zoroastrian Co-op Bank and IT specialist took us into the interactive Cyber world  of news – views – reviews and overviews called Blogging & Tweeting.  

Many of us are registered on ORKUT, FACEBOOK and the likes.  Our idea of these sites is mainly to view photographs and play games; in a nutshell “Time Pass”.  Mr. Yazdi Tantra helped us change this opinion   by introducing us to the World of Mouth, and welcomed us to the World of Social Media, a very powerful marketing tool to enhance your Business. 
What is a BLOG ?  
It is a social networking service Diary, in chronological order, and available in Regional languages .  Blogs are classified in different categories – MUSIC, ART, RELATIONSHIPS, etc. etc.  A couple of well known Professional Blogging sites are LINKPEDIA and WORDPRESS.   

What is Social Media ? 
PUBLISH – MONITOR - EMPOWER

You publish material or a concern, which is shared, viewers can comment on it and also network (discuss within the group).   ASK – ANSWER – LISTEN IN .  Read it now or read it later.  

INBOUND MARKETING - Recommendations override Advertisements – Interaction is more appealing than static content. The print media and Television bombard us with advertisements for things we do not need.  How many of us respond to these tall claims?   Don’t we flip through the pages with Classified Ads, take time-out from the comfort of the couch, when ads are featured.  Yet, when someone shares experiences, we are “all ears”.  
The traditional tools for marketing a product are seminars and events.  Mr. Tantra highlighted how by being unique, you effortlessly receive  exposure and extensive coverage  e.g. VODAFONE’s  VIRAL VIDEO of Zoo Zoo – ‘You like it, you share it’  No limit to time and space !
What is Twitter ?

It is a mini blog like SMS, which enables its users to send and read other user’s messages called “tweets”.  These are text-based posts of up to 140 characters on the author’s PROFILE page.  They are publicly visible by default.  However, senders can restrict the message delivery to friends on their list.   You may subscribe to other author’s tweets; you become a follower of the author.   Some well known tweeters, whose tweets have been dutifully reported in the newspapers are Amitabh Bacchan, Shah Rukh Khan, Sachi Tharoor.  
A word of caution for the uninitiated… be careful what you tweet; words linger in cyberspace long after they have been deleted from your blog.  

A step-by-step demonstration was given on how to start a Blog.  
Also, a Help session told us that we should first of all have something to say of interest, secondly, be specific in what we want to say and finally, stay focused on the topic by narrowing down to the minutest detail.  With this approach, you will come up in the GOOGLE rankings.  
Knowing that the very best in life is FREE and no programming knowledge required, whet our appetites to have our own Website/Blog , be it for personal use or for business purposes.  
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