AGM of IASAP Mumbai Chapter – Saturday, January 15, 2011  
The IASAP Mumbai Chapter had its 39th AGM on Saturday, January 15th, 2011 at Hotel InterContinental, Marine Drive around 3.15 p.m., which proved to be a very eventful afternoon.  It was attended by 79 members, the largest turn out so far at any of the AGM.  All were seated well before time, and listened to the proceedings with rapt attention.  The very effective and efficient Governing Council headed by Jeroo Irani was seated at the dais and the meeting was preceded by the bubbly, vivacious and gorgeous compere for the afternoon, Zarine Commissariat. 

The meeting opened with a summarization of the proposed activities for the year 2011. This was followed by a review of the points on the Agenda, which were subsequently proposed and seconded by the respective members present.  Some questions were raised regarding the monthly meetings / sponsored event, charges etc. which were satisfactorily resolved.  Members also made suggestions about improving the washroom and mike facilities at Holy Name School, Colaba, the main venue for most monthly meetings. A large number of members raised concerns about the low attendance at the monthly meetings despite the change in venue (towards the suburbs), which the GC will be looking into.  A few members have agreed to procure sponsorships for the monthly meetings from their respective organizations to aid in waiving off the meeting fees.

The Mumbai Chapter had initiated a Christmas Fund at the Christmas Party held on December 11, 2010 at Hotel Comfort Inn Heritage.  Total collection to the fund amounting to Rs. 9,500/- was donated to an Orphanage, Our Lady’s Boys Home at Parel.  Keep up the good work ladies! It surely brought smiles on the faces of the less fortunate in our society.

Aloo and Katy Cooper, two stalwarts of the Mumbai Chapter, made a generous donation of Rs. 5,000/- to commemorate IASAP’s 40th Anniversary Celebration at Hotel Taj Mahal Palace Hotel, Colaba. We are very proud to have them.  Thank you both!

A couple of our very efficient and committed members - Veera Mundroina and Khurshid Avasia of the Governing Council, have stepped down from their respective positions in the council.  They have both put in a lot of time and effort and given their very best to IASAP. Their commitment and dedication was well appreciated by all present, and they were given a floral token of appreciation.  Three new members were inducted into the Governing Council namely Gracy Lee, Yvonne Alphonso and Felicia Fernandes.  They will surely follow in the footsteps of their predecessors and continue to bring glory, fame and good will to this reputed association, which has survived the test of times and done immense and applaudable activities for the profession of Secretaries and Administrative Professionals, which otherwise often get neglected in the corporate world.

Those members who have completed 15 and 25 years with the association were awarded ‘IASAP’ lapel pins by our “All India President” Jeroo Irani.  We are very proud of our members!  They have seen the association grow and blossom to its current level and given their very best.  Ms Farida Mehta of Tata Power Company Limited was thanked for her contribution for bringing in the highest number of advertisements for the IASAP brochure, released during the 40th Anniversary celebration held at Hotel Taj Mahal Palace Hotel, Colaba.

Firoza Driver, ASA Contest Winner at the 20th ASA Congress held in Taipei, Taiwan in September 2010 conferred a ‘Thank you’ speech.  We urge more members to participate in the contest. The clause which stipulates the number of times one can participate has now been removed, which should serve as an incentive. However, the participant is not allowed to participate again if they have won the contest at any level.  A request was made to get more members on board the IASAP, to bring in young blood, new faces, fresh ideas and more involvement in the activities of the association.

Management of InterContinental hotel, who hosted the AGM, were presented with a bouquet of flowers as a token of our appreciation for their hospitality and sumptuous snacks.  

There was a round of applause for President Jeroo Irani and a few others who were participating in the Standard Chartered Mumbai Marathon on January 16, 2011 for their courage and enthusiasm. We admire their spirit and wished them luck!

The meeting ended at 5.30 p.m. with members bidding farewell to each other and hoping to meet soon at the Educational Tour to be held in February 2011. The date and venue for the tour would be communicated shortly. 
Wish you and your families a Wonderful, Healthy, Joyous and Peaceful Year 2011!  

Firoza Driver 

Vodafone 
