Educational Trip to Haveli Inn, Thane
On 19th February 2011, the energetic members of the IASAP fold, put on  their  picnic  best and set out on an  Educational Tour to Haveli Inn.   We started out early at 6.30 a.m. from  the first pick-up point at Cusrow Baug, Colaba.  Then on, we had ladies hopping on to the bus at regular halts on the way.  As the numbers increased so did the excitement and constant chatter.          We  were  finally a busload, and then began the  lively  singing  and  clapping –  a fine blend of old and new, English as well as Hindi favourites. 

Full of anticipation, we reached Haveli Inn at 9 a.m.  After freshening up, we dug into a  hearty breakfast, and then were all set to take on the day.  We quickly got into the fun mode, formed teams for all our gaming adventures during the day.  We began with efforts to fulfill                  the requirements of the Queen of Haveli Inn – none other than our President – Jeroo Irani.  Then, the  human Naughts and Crosses, an  innovative  fun game;  kept our minds active.  The Picture Puzzle was a superb value based game – we learned how each part contributes to the  whole,  and  how  each  other’s  qualities  contribute  to  make  an  effective  team               – Picture Perfect.  
Next, we got into our swimming gear and made a dash for the pool, while some basked            in the mid-morning sun.  The pool was truly heavenly with each of us relaxing and forgetting all the cares of the world.  The rain dance followed – imagine showers of blessings in February,      quite unlikely on a normal day, but 19th February was different. Then we all changed and dressed for lunch.  The food was sumptuous, and the desert interesting  - gulab jamuns and chocolate icecream.  
After a heavy meal, we felt like taking it easy so Betty very aptly arranged a sit down interactive session, where she presented each of the 5 groups with a case study on real-life office scenarios.  We had to immerse ourselves into the situation and come up with three practical solutions that could be implemented.   Each team discussed at length and then presented their analysis, and received encouraging feedback from the audience (IASAP girls).                       This sharing afforded us all an opportunity to learn something new and gave us insights on how to deal with similar situations should we face them in the future or are  required to guide a colleague.  Who captured all these beautiful images – none other than Yvonne Alphonso,        the camera - her second skin !  Thanks dear. 
After sitting around for quite a while,  we needed to  shake  a  leg.  We  made an  entry  into   RAW  –  the discotheque at Haveli.  Its brightly coloured lights and electrifying music got us into the  groove.       Awaiting  us  outside  was a  refreshing  ‘cuppa  chai’  accompanied  with  piping hot pakodas and a variety of biscuits. 

With Betty around there’s never a dull moment.  And, we were not ready to leave yet, so we had some brain-storming  games– a Quiz, followed by  Match  the  Columns  with appropriate phrases which got us  tapping on our literary skills, and the  Valentine  Checklist  was  hilarious  and  truly  enjoyable,  Thanks Betty!

The clock struck six, time to retreat.   We got packing and left Haveli Inn with happy memories, but not before a quick, in fact, not so quick group photo session.  
Special thanks to Wilma and Gracy, who ensured that everything was just right.                           This outing was a great  opportunity  to meet and interact with other IASAP members and spend  fun time together.  We all had a great day and look forward to the next trip.  
Thanks for friends, and thanks for fun

And all the wonderful things we’ve done

Cheers IASAP !
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