Let’s spread the joy of Christmas 
There’s a nip in the air. The weather in Mumbai is sure getting better by the day.           And, the year is drawing to a close. What does all this translate to?  Yes, to one wonderful feeling that Christmas is coming near and it’s celebration time again.         The best season of the year is here - the season to be loving, forgiving and most of all, giving.

The IASAP Christmas party has been an event that we eagerly look forward to and something that has grown more enjoyable with every passing year.  

This year too, the IASAP Christmas party was a great hit!  Thanks to Wilma our new President and her brand new team. This is also Wilma’s first event as President of IASAP and what a wonderful way to start her tenure as President. 

The date was December 11th and the venue, the Salcette Room in one of the most beautiful properties of the Taj Hotels - Bandra Lands End. The ambience of the tastefully decorated Salcette Hall was so pleasing and welcoming that the goodness and warmth of the Christmas spirit permeated the entire celebration that evening.  The ladies streamed in one’s and two’s and in groups, greeting one another and exchanging Christmas wishes. It was a happy and joyful atmosphere at the Salcette Room.

Soon we settled down and the soft music of Christmas carols playing in the background set the mood. Our DJ for the evening was none other than Wilma’s son, Waylon, who pitched in to do the honours.  With a little help from his mom, Waylon put together some beautiful Christmas music and spent some of his precious hours away from his friends to be with us and make our evening enjoyable. Our abundant thanks to dear Waylon, and we’d like to put on record our grateful appreciation.    

With her opening words Wilma clearly mentioned the vision and mission of IASAP and entreated all members to be an active part of the organisation’s activities and benefit from it professionally.  Our MC for the evening was Sharon Pires, our enthusiastic and charming new GC Member.  Maybe, it was the first IASAP Christmas event Sharon was conducting, but she did that with such style and élan that soon our members were thoroughly enjoying the innovative games and brainteasers Sharon put together for us. 

Each one of the games (Pyramid, Christmas card puzzle and Cap one another) had the Christmas charm and appeal built into it and was conducted with great flourish. Sharon’s secret was her little mascot who came along and, we are told, she was part of the effort right from the initial stages at home, when Sharon started working on the Christmas project!  Sharon’s little daughter, Samara, is such an angel who pleasantly went about her duties with such quiet confidence that everyone simply loved her.           Hats off to the mom and daughter duo!  

As IASAP always does at Christmas, the donation box was passed around for members to contribute. IASAP contributes an equal amount for a worthy cause each year.        This year we collected around Rs.8000/-.  The total amount  will be donated to          Kripa  Foundation for Street Children. IASAP’s little way of saying “we care.”

“Santa Claus has just arrived from the North Pole and his first halt is the Salcette Hall.”  announced our President, and this was something we were all anxiously waiting for.  There was excitement as everyone jostled to catch a first glimpse of Santa.  Flash bulbs brightened as Santa swayed into the room bringing along a lot of cheer and happiness, tossing chocolates in the air, and everyone collected a handful. Year after untiring year IASAP’s jolly member, Denise Rozario dons the mantle of Santa Claus adding allure to the IASAP Christmas party.  Our President specially felicitated Denise with a thoughtful gift and also thanked all members who helped to make the Christmas party memorable.  

Our special thanks to Yvonne, our official camera person who not only captured the entire event so deftly but graciously offered to take individual photographs of our ladies who love to pose. And rightfully so, many of them took the opportunity! More importantly, soon after the party (much before this report could be filed) Yvonne uploaded the photographs without any delay so that everyone could do a rewind of the fun and laughter. Our thanks also go out to Felicia, Jeroo, Rukshana and Yasmin who pitched in to keep accounts and collate R.S.V.Ps. 
No party is complete without a sumptuous spread of goodies.  And, we at IASAP know this only too well.  The high tea that the hotel had organised was such a stupendous spread that all of us agreed it was a treat way beyond compare.  I must put on record that the hotel staff were very hospitable, courteous and helpful and ensured we had a lovely time. Well, well, now, we all know that such things take a lot of hard work and negotiating and our IASAP Presidents have always gone that extra mile to give us the best. Thanks Wilma and your team for an awesome evening we all had, and for setting the ball rolling for a great year  ahead. 
Merry Christmas to everyone and wishing you a great New Year!
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